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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of 

Abbeydore and Bacton Group Parish Council 

held in Bacton Village Hall 

on Tuesday 3rd March 2015 
No ABPC/MW/073 

Present 

 Councillor Mr. D. R. Watkins Chairman 

Councillor Mrs. M. J. Jenkins Vice – Chairman 

 Councillor Mr. D. Bannister 

 Councillor Mr. D. Cook 

 Councillor Mr. M. J. Jenkins 

 Councillor Mr. W. Millington 
  

 Clerk Mr. M. Walker 
  

Also Present 

 Ward Councillor Mr. Graham Powell, Linzy Outtrim Locality Steward, 

 Fiona Witcher Representative from Golden Valley Safer Neighbourhood Team 

 and one further member of the public 
 

The Parish Council Meeting was formally opened by the Chairman at 7.30pm 
 

  Election Papers given to all Parish Councillors present 

 Clerk to post papers to Councillor Mrs. W. Gunn and Councillor Mr. T. Murcott 
 

1.0 Apologies 

  Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor Mrs. W. Gunn and 

 Councillor Mr. T. Murcott 

  Parish Lengthsman Mr. Terry Griffiths was not present 
 

2.0 Minutes 

  The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting No ABPC/MW/072 held on Tuesday 6th January 2015 and 

Meeting No ABPC/MW/072E on 10th February 2015 were unanimously confirmed as a true record 

and signed by the Chairman. 
 

3.0 Declarations of Interest 

3.1 To receive any declarations of interest in agenda items from Councillors 

    There were no declarations of interest made 
 

3.2 To consider any written applications for dispensation 

    There were no written applications for dispensation made 
 

The Parish Council resolved to change the order of business at this time to Items 7.0 & 9.0 
 

7.0 To Receive Reports from 

  7.5 Locality Steward Report on Highways and PRoWs 

Linzy Outtrim Locality Steward for Balfour Beatty gave an overview of her brief and update of 

progress so far 
 

  7.2 Ward Councillor’s Report 

Ward Councillor Mr. Graham Powell gave a verbal overview of his report 

Herefordshire Council 2015/16 Budget 

The budget was approved at a full council meeting on 6th February.  The “highlights” are – an 

increase in Council Tax of 1.9% and a further £10 millions of savings.  This will mean a total 

of £59 Million in savings since 2011 
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Herefordshire Council Tax 2015/16 

The 2015/16 Council Tax rates will be set at a Council Meeting scheduled for 6th March 2015. 

Council’s Basic Rate - £1,275.10 

West Mercia Police Precept - £185.90  

Hereford & Worcester Fire Authority - £76.50 

The Band D proposals locally are: 

Abbeydore & Bacton – 44.24  Ewyas Harold – 63.92 

Longtown – 12.93   Vowchurch – 18.66 

(average across Herefordshire is £46.46, an average increase of 6.3% over 2014/15) 

Public Realm Works 2015/16 

BBLP have issued the draft schedule of road improvements for 2015/16 and it is now with 

ward members and Parish Councils for comment.  I have committed to provide collated 

comments back to BBLP in the first week of March (after the current cycle of GPC meetings).   

Before anyone asks - Surface Dressing is used to extend the life cycle of a road by sealing it 

against water ingress and renewing the texture depth. 

Lengthsman Scheme 

BBLP held seminars on 3rd and 10th February to explain the “new” Lengthsmans Scheme to 

Ward members and representatives of Parish Councils.  There are a couple of important points 

to make: 

The “new” scheme replaces the old scheme.  There is no option to remain in the old scheme. 

The decision on whether or not to repair minor potholes is one for the parish Council – it is not 

a mandatory condition of entry into the scheme. 

Delivering Differently in Neighbourhoods 

The Department of Communities and Local Government has made an award to Herefordshire 

Council/ Golden Valley GP Practice under the Delivering Differently in Neighbourhoods 

scheme.  

Herefordshire Council is one of only 15 local authorities in Britain to successfully bid for 

funding which will look at how GPs can work with local organisations to provide social 

activities and community support. 

The Golden Valley is one of the county’s most rural areas where more than eight percent of the 

county’s 65+ year olds live and has received £75,000 of funding to look at ways of bringing 

together GPs and local groups, support and volunteers, so that people’s wellbeing needs are 

considered alongside their health needs.   

The 12-month funding will pay for a small team of people who will explore ways of helping 

GPs link in with local groups and organisations so that their patients can be directed to the 

social support they need.    

Herefordshire Core Strategy 

The public examination of the Herefordshire Core Strategy commenced on 10th February and 

concluded on Wednesday 25th February.  This is the document that defines the future for 

infrastructure and housing until 2031 and is the document that sets the parameters for local 

neighbourhood plans.  

A465 Temporary Speed Limits 

Following a number of complaints about non compliance with the temporary speed restriction 

between Ewyas Harold and Pontrilas sawmill on the A465 I asked Herefordshire Council and 

Welsh Water to hold an onsite meeting, which they did on 6th February – the traffic 

management company were asked to visit the site on 9th February to review the scheme and, as 

a result, I understand that the length of the 30MPH restriction will be reduced from 1500 

metres to 500 metres. 
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9.0 Proposed Mobile Telephone Mast 

A potential site has been identified on the U74209, which is in the Abbeydore/Bacton Parish 

Council area. 

A consultation event had been held in Abbeydore Village Hall and a positive response had 

been received. 
 

  7.1 West Mercia Police 

Fiona Witcher gave a verbal report 

See Item 10.0 
 

  7.3 Lengthsman Report 

  Parish Lengthsman Mr. Terry Griffiths was not present but work sheet sent by email for 

  Lengthsman Scheme/P3 Footpath Scheme 

  Routine maintenance-winter 

  Clear grids and clean out road gullys 

  Jet connecting pipes 

  Clear road culvert headwalls 

  Jet clear – as required 

  Clear grips and reform leads 

  Clear inspection pits-as required 

  Clear drainage ditches of minor obstructions and reform leads 

  Wash off road signs – as required 

  Note major defects for reporting to PC 

  Roads covered on this visit 

  C1212 From parish boundary to B4347 (See notes) 

  B4347 From C1212junction to parish boundary (Neville Arms) 

  U74209 From B4347 to U74211 junction 

  U74211 From U74209 to Parish boundary (Ewyas Harold Common) (See notes) 

  General Collect litter and rubbish from areas worked (Notes) 

C1212 The ditch that runs along the wood Wormbridge side of Grange Farm needs clearing out 

to the culvert at the entrance gates to the wood 

Action-Identify landowner and arrange joint action as the ditch serves to drain wood and the 

road 

C1212 At BT pole 19 The ditch in the field running at right angles from the road gully needs 

clearing to allow water to run 

  This ditch serves to rain the road gullys from the road and ditch past the farm entrance. 

  Action-Discuss with landowner to arrange joint action 

C1225 The Foxes The ditch carrying the water from the road gullys on the bend above The 

Foxes does not seem to lead to a watercourse outfall 

As a result the water comes across the road by the property entrance from a grip which causes 

an ice slick on the bend in frosty weather 

  Action-Locality Steward 

C1212 Ivy Green Farm The damage to the drainage pipe caused by Welsh Water contractors 

when putting mains supply into the new development has not been rectified. The pipe was 

working perfectly before the connection was made as we were able to rod the pipe between 

road gullys 

  Action- Locality Steward/Welsh Water 

C1212 Red Barn The majority of the water entering the road gully and drainage trench at the 

entrance to the property comes down the driveway 

Action- in view of the above could the PC contact the property owner and request them the 

make an effort to keep the gullys clear because when they are blocked 

The water runs down the whole length of the road to the Old Magistrates Court causing an ice 

slick in frosty weather 
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U74211 Upper Cym Farm The ditch the common side of the farm drive needs clearing to drive 

culvert 

  Action-Contact the landowner as the main of the water comes off the field above the ditch 

  A joint action approach may be the case this instant 

The lower side of the drive the water spills out of the culvert and runs the road to the ditch 

round the corner 

  BBLP tarmac team have built up the road which prevents the water entering the ditch 

We understand from local residents that BBLP have been there and taken pictures some time 

ago 

  We chipped some of the tarmac away to try and improve the feed into the ditch 

  Action-await BBLP to spring into action 

  General notes 

  C1212 The Ark area When the road was resurfaced recently the gully grids were raised 

  During this work residual cement dropped into the gullys and was not cleared out 

  This cement had hardened and was blocking the inlet/exit pipes which put the gully out of use 

We lost considerable amount of time clearing the gullys which had an impact on or schedule 

that day 

  Action- Locality Steward 
 

  7.4 Parish Footpath Officer Report 

Councillor Mr. D. Cook raised concerns about the lack of feedback from Balfour Beatty 

/Herefordshire Council 

Locality Steward to investigate 
 

The Parish Council resumed the correct order of business at this time to Item 4.0 
 

4.0 Financial Report 

  4.1  Bank Balances as per statements @ 4th February 2015 

   Current Account        £7,634.85 

   Deposit Account        £6,539.25 
 

  4.2 Receipts 

   Herefordshire Council Lengthsman Grant 4th Quarter 2014/2015 

   Reference 4664305        £688.50 
 

   Herefordshire Council Lengthsman Grant 2015/2016 

   Applied for as yet not received      £2,676.00 

   Herefordshire Council P3 Grant 2015/2016 

   Applied for as yet not received      £2,060.00 
 

  4.3 Payments 

   Clerk’s Salary February 2015 Gross      £280.48 

   Lengthsman Scheme Admin       £22.95 

   Clerk’s Vehicle Expenses       £4.32 

   Postage         £4.24 

   Hall Heating         £3.00 

     TAX £60.80 NIC £0.00 

   Lengthsman Terry Griffiths (Contracts) Invoice TGC1177 

   Road Account + Worksheet       £330.00 

   Lengthsman Terry Griffiths (Contracts) Invoice TGC1181 

   Road Account + Worksheet       £330.00 

   Clerk’s Salary March 2015 Gross      £280.48 

   Lengthsman Scheme Admin       £22.95 

   Clerk’s Vehicle Expenses       £26.15 

   Postage         £11.41 
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   Hall Heating         £4.00 

   Stationery and Consumables       £19.34 

     TAX £60.60 NIC £0.00 

   HMR&C January February March      £182.00 

   Reimbursement for Parish Clerk      £34.47 

   {Due to the 3 following items being allocated to personal credit card 

   Plusnet PLC Broadband 22/12/2014 0845 1400200 Sheffield 008   £11.49 

   Plusnet PLC Broadband 22/01/2015 0845 1400200 Sheffield 008   £11.49 

   Plusnet PLC Broadband 22/02/2015 0845 1400200 Sheffield 008   £11.49} 

   Herefordshire Association of Local Councils (HALC) 

   Subscription April 2015 – March 2016 Invoice 5001   £294.49 

Resolved unanimously that all payments are approved 
 

5.0  Neighbourhood Plan Update 

  Formal Consultation on the draft Abbeydore and Bacton, Ewyas Harold Group and Kentchurch 

Neighbourhood Development Plan currently underway from 16th February 2015 – 29th March 2015 
 

6.0 Public Question Time 

  No matters raised 
 

7.0 To Receive Reports from 

  See after Item 3.0 
 

8.0 Abbeydore Village Hall 

  Three Quotes needed and grant application to be completed reference “Loop Hearing” 

 Three Quotes needed and grant application to be completed reference “Low Energy light 

fittings/Bulbs” 

  Builder to rectify damp as soon as convenient 

  Three Quotes needed and grant application to be completed reference “New Chairs” 
 

9.0 Proposed Mobile Telephone Mast 

 See after Item 3.0 
 

10.0 Information Sheet 

 Sheet to include update on previous action points and a list of correspondence received 

 Planning Application 

 Site   Allcot Cottage, Bacton, Hereford HR2 0AR 

 Description  Change of use of agricultural to form extended residential curtilage,  

erection of workshop/outbuilding, car port, porch extension and single storey 

lean-to extension to existing dwelling (retrospective) 

 Application No P143219/F 

 Grid Ref  OS 337602, 232068 

 Application Type Planning permission 

 Website Link www.herefordshire.gov.uk/searchplanningapplications 

Planning Permission Granted 7th January 2015 

Prior Approval 

Site   Barn at Brampton Hill Farm, Wormbridge, Hereford HR2 9HX 

 Description  Application for Prior Approval of Proposed Change of Use of Agricultural 

    Building to a Dwelling house (Use Class C3) and for Associated Operational 

    Development – change of use from agricultural barn to dwelling 

 Application Code P143535/CU 

 Grid Ref  OS 340116, 235567 

 Application Type Prior Approval 

 Website Link www.herefordshire.gov.uk/searchplanningapplications 

Prior Approval is Refused 14th January 2015 

http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/searchplanningapplications
http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/searchplanningapplications
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 7th January 2015 Herefordshire Council 

Email received confirming the P3 Footpaths Scheme 

will continue for 2015-2016 
 

 February 2015  Herefordshire Association of Local Councils (HALC) 

    Website Wonder Word Press Training Course 

    Attended by Parish Clerk 
 

 February 2015  Herefordshire Association of Local Councils (HALC) 

    Information Corner 9th February 2015 Election Special 

    + NALC Legal Topic Note LTN 8 January 2015 
 

 17th February 2015 Herefordshire Council 

    Request for a free copy of the Full Register of Electors 2014 

applied for by Clerk 
 

 Correspondence 

  16th February 2015 Dore Community Transport 

      Letter & Leaflet 
 

14th February 2015 Spinal Injuries Association (SIA) 

Letter and Poster Fish & Chips Supper Friday 15th May 2015 
 

 20th February 2015 

Dear All 

This week I am pleased to report that our team has carried out the following work in the Golden Valley 

 272 m2 of carriageway repairs 

 Gully cleaning continues across the locality 

This week I have been doing statutory inspections in Golden Valley, and also in the Ledbury locality, 

covering for a colleague.  Additionally I have raised over 200 defects this week (72 in Ledbury). 

Next week I’ll be doing priority C/U road inspections, in Golden Valley and Ledbury.  I have the day 

off on Tuesday and any emergencies will be covered by a colleague. 

Herefordshire Council website is the one-stop-shop for up to date information  
Maps and timetables for grass cutting and pot holes are now available on the Council’s website.  

Over time more information, such as planned road resurfacing, will be added. My best wishes Linzy 
Linzy Outtrim Senior Locality Steward – Golden Valley 
 

February 2015  Police Report 

Cold Mornings - Don't Give Car Thieves an Easy Ride 

Although vehicle crime is low across West Mercia, every winter the force receives a number of reports 

from drivers who have had their cars stolen after leaving the engine running, while they wait in the 

warmth of their home for it to heat up and defrost the windscreen. 

Some vehicle owners nip inside for just a few seconds to collect a bag or finish the last mouthful of 

their breakfast coffee - but that's all the time an opportunist thief needs. 

To 'freeze out' the thieves, West Mercia Police advises motorists to:  

Clear windscreens with de-icer and a scraper 

Sit in vehicles while the heater de-mists the windscreen 

Drivers who ignore this advice are taking big risks. Thieves will drive around residential areas looking 

for likely targets - when they spot a vehicle with its engine left running on a drive or outside a home, 

it's there for the taking. 

One person will be dropped off, gets into the target vehicle and simply drives away.  

Many of the vehicles are never recovered, and some - especially high value models such as Mercedes, 

BMW and Audi - may be shipped overseas. 
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It is also worth remembering if your car is stolen when keys have been left in it, you may find your 

insurance will not cover you.  If your house keys are stolen along with your car, your home is then 

vulnerable too. 

So, this winter, don't give criminals an easy ride by leaving your car running unattended. 
 

Cold Calling 

Trading Standards are advising residents to be on their guard against cold callers offering to sell power 

tools including chainsaws and generators on the doorstep. These items may seem like a bargain but are 

usually counterfeit and extremely dangerous. 

Trading Standards would always recommend that these type of products are bought from reputable 

sources. 

Trading Standards would like to reiterate previous advice - don't deal with cold callers 

If you have been approached recently, have received a flyer or have any information please contact 

Trading Standards via the Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline on 03454 04 05 06 or contact West 

Mercia Police on 101. For general advice on consumer issues visit www.adviceguide.org.uk 
 

Golden Valley Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT) Briefing 25th January - 5th February 2015 

Crime Trends 

Dorstone A 3' x 3' metal garden gate was stolen from the rear garden of a property in the village 

sometime between midnight on Friday 30th January and 9am on Monday 2nd February 

Incident ref 155-s-0202015 

Madley A charity shop sign was stolen from the Brampton Road area overnight on Sunday 

25th/Monday 26th January 2015. A plant was also uprooted Incident ref 373-s-270115 

Peterchurch Between 10am on Wednesday 28th January and 9.30am on Sunday 1st February 2015 a 

gate was stolen from the front of a property in Hinton. The gate is described as an Edwardian white 

wrought iron gate with straight upright bars with arrow head tips, with a swing latch so it opens either 

inwards or outwards Incident ref 534-s-030215 

Suspicious vehicles A white VW transporter van PM57YUF was seen in suspicious circumstances in 

the Longtown area on Sunday 1st February; there were two males in the van. The vehicle had 

previously been seen in Dulas Incident ref 465-s-010215 

Just a reminder 

Kind Regards Fiona Golden Valley Safer Neighbourhood Team 

PC 2154 Tom Milton    PC 2176 Wendy Powell 

PCSO 6173 Fiona Witcher   PCSO 70147 Paul Davies 

Peterchurch Police Station   101 ext 4820 

Team mobile 07779 141232   (Non urgent messages only) 

goldenvalley.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 
 

South Hereford Rural Police Briefing 1st - 9th February 2015 

Good Morning 

As Jim Preece mentioned in his last briefing, I will be writing the briefings for your area for now - 

many of you will probably remember that I wrote them for several years up until about 18 months ago 

when Kevin Powell took over. I am based at Peterchurch police station and my area is the Golden 

Valley; however, I am happy to be the point of contact for your area until a permanent replacement is 

forthcoming. 

The briefings will be in the same format as the Golden Valley ones i.e. not sent as an attachment, I 

apologise for yet more changes! Fiona 

Crime Trends Garway 

A quantity of heating oil was stolen from a domestic tank at a property on Garway Hill sometime 

between Sunday 25th January and Monday 2nd February. Incident ref 343-s-020215 

Kingstone A red Nissan terrano W26RCV was stolen overnight last night (Sunday 8th/Monday 9th 

February) from a locked building in a farmyard outside the village.  Also stolen was an Ifor Williams 

quad bike trailer that had been stored in another building Incident ref 80-s-090215 

 

http://www.adviceguide.org.uk/
mailto:goldenvalley.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
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Suspicious vehicles 

A grey VW Toureg 4 x 4 AK14XEE was in the Tretire area on Friday 6th February at 11am with two 

males offering chainsaws and diesel generators for sale.  One male had an Irish accent, had a stocky 

build and dark hair. The second male wasn't spoken to but he was thinner, they looked to be in their 

40's Incident ref 177-s-060215 

Probably connected to the above; a white Peugeot partner panel van ML12HPN was seen in Ewyas 

Harold and Pontrilas on the same day but later in the day, with two Irishmen also offering generators 

and chainsaws for sale.  The males were giving the name of well known businessmen saying they were 

recommending them - the businessmen did no such thing! Incident ref 481-s-060215 

Do not buy from these type of cold-callers, or any other in fact, unless they offer you receipts and a 

written 7 day cooling off period. By law, anything offered for sale at the door with a value of £42 or 

over, must be accompanied by the relevant paperwork, with clear details of the company selling the 

item.  

With regard to the chainsaws being offered by these individuals - it is most likely that they will fail 

any UK safety checks; they are manufactured abroad and are very poor quality and certainly not worth 

the amount they are being offered for. 

Suspicious incidents 

An elderly resident of Holme Lacy had a visit last week from a male stating he was from 

Herefordshire Council and needed to look at his shower room and kitchen with regard to repairs 

needed.  The male was given access to the property, ID was not shown at the time and subsequent 

checks with the council and Herefordshire Housing confirm that no visit had been arranged.  Nothing 

was taken at the time and the male was not left alone in the property Incident ref 322-s-060215 

Kind Regards Fiona Witcher PCSO 6173 
 

South Hereford Rural Police Briefing 9th - 22nd February 2015 
Hello everyone 

This edition is short and sweet as there is not much to report - which is a good thing! 

Crime Trends 

Allensmore Between 11.44pm and 11.51 pm on Sunday 8th February, eight calor gas cylinders were 

stolen from a garage premises Incident ref 183-s-090215 

Ridgehill Overnight on Friday 13th/Saturday 14th February the rear offside wheel was stolen from a 

Ford transit van parked outside the owner's property.  A spring from the suspension had also been 

stolen Incident ref 190-s-140215 

Suspicious vehicles 

A white Ford transit panel van EA08UPT was seen in Copper Beeches Close, Much Dewchurch at 

2.30pm on Tuesday 10th February.  Two males in their mid to late 20's were in the vehicle, and 

appeared to be taking an interest in all the properties in the close Incident ref 322-s-100215 

Fiona Witcher PCSO 6173 Golden Valley Safer Neighbourhood Team 
 

11.0 Agenda of Next Meeting 
     Neighbourhood Plan Update 

    Road Safety (including “Triangle” Blackmore Junction) Meeting Report 
 

12.0 Date, Time and Venue of Next Meeting 

  Confirmed that the next meeting will be the Annual Meeting of the Group Parish Council and will 

be held on Tuesday 12th May 2015 in ABBEYDORE Village Hall meeting to commence at 7.40pm 

or immediately on completion of the Parish Meetings if later 
 

    Parish Council meeting declared closed at 9.00pm 
 

 Signed……………………………………………………………………………… 

 Parish Councillor D. Watkins 

 Dated this day 12th May 2015 

 


